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giant-cells and tubercle-bacilli were found. The thymus, tonsils, the 
lymphatic particles of the tongue and intestines and mesenteric glands 
were hyperplastic. The heart weighed only 3 ounces, the small size 
being, no doubt, due to the accompanying weakness and the low 
blood pressure. 

A New Disease-picture in Spasmophylic Diathesis.— Richard 
Lederer {Wien. klin. Woch., 1913, xxvi, 2SG) describes a hitherto 
unreported symptom-picture in children with spasmophilic diathesis. 
The respiration became very slow, difficult, and harsh. The dyspnea 
was usually expiratory and accompanied by a high grade of cyanosis. 
The spasmophilic attacks were usually acute, severe, and fatal, espe¬ 
cially so in cases of laryngospasin or convulsions. Areas of impaired 
resonance with bronchial breathing and frequently rales were found 
throughout the lungs. The cases showing rales always showed a 
temperature of 3S° to 39° C. and the condition in these cases was 
thought to be a pneumonia. On autopsy, however, there appeared 
absolutley no signs of a pneumonia. On the other hand, large areas 
of atalectasis were present, running deeply into the lung, and the 
intervening lung-tissue was emphysematous. Up to this time nothing 
was known of the spasmophilic action upon bronchial, smooth muscle. 
In these cases it was found there was a spasm of the small bronchial 
muscles, the lumen of the tube was shut off, and the alveoli were 
isolated from the external air, thereby becoming atalectatic. The 
rales were produced by local edema and transudation, due to circu¬ 
latory stasis similar to the edema accompanying other spasmophilic 
manifestations. 


Multiple Calcification in the Subcutaneous Tissue.—F. Parkse 
Weber {British Jour. Child. Dis ., 1913, x, 97) reports a case of “cal¬ 
cinoses” in a girl, aged seven years. There were a large number of 
hard nodules in the subcutaneous tissue of the extremities and adjoin¬ 
ing parts of the trunk. The lymphatic glands of the groin, axilla, and 
neck were moderately enlarged. The nodules gave no pain or tender¬ 
ness, except where the skin over them was adherent or ulcerated. The 
blood and urine were negative. The calcium index of the blood was 
1.36, the normal average being 0.9. The duration of the nodules had 
been one year. During the preceeding year and a half the child had 
successively scarlet fever, diphtheria with paresis of the legs, pneu¬ 
monia, abscesses of the axilla and neck, corneal ulcer, and otorrhea. 
The nodules were composed of calcium carbonate and calcium phos¬ 
phate imbedded in a spongy framework of connective tissue. No uric 
acid or tubercle bacilli were found. The Wassermann and von Pirquet 
reactions were negative and the muscles and bones of the body were 
not affected. The condition seems to be similar to that found in 
scleroderma with subcutaneous calcification. 


Antityphoid Vaccination in Children.— Frederick F. Russell 
{Jour. Avicr. Med. Assoc., 1913, lx, 344) refers to the prophylactic 
use of antityphoid vaccine in children, and presents statistics based 
on 359 eases, aged between two and sixteen years, vaccinated by 
fifty different physicians in the United States. Russel believes it 
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111111 “ U child ?* a S ed from two to sixteen veare who 
le^ve h° m e f°r summer vacations, scliools, and colleges be'protected 

i/adStT Tl The ° CaI r - aCtl > t0 ^ is rather teL than 

m adnlta. The general reaction is divided into four classes, based on 

ptratoe lM^Cl^ ’ re / Cti ,° nS ab f nt: C,ass 2 - mild > with tem¬ 
perature 100 , Class 3, moderate, with temperature 103°; Class 4 

no on Z T n , ,per n-,T- 10 ? ‘ The dosa S e is based ™ body wdght 
hUw-Wl T ,e 4 ch, ! d 1S glvea that Portion of the adult dose which 
timJfl Sh * bea, i s ‘° the average adult weight, 150 pounds. The best 

harmfufeffect^h 1 ' 011 if f ° Ur °’ c, °, ek or later in the afternoon. No 
juumfill effects have b u“ reported ln any of the 359 children, and so 

ll u n °, De has “"traeted typhoid fever. Revaccination 

should be undertaken earlier and oftener in children than in adults 
and a second course of several doses be given when the weight materially 
v^hf 63 ' At . Present revaccination is done after tlmufyears. Tins 
vaccine promises the greatest usefulness in protecting the younger 
agis, the most susceptible element of the population, from infection 
A large proportion of the deaths from typhoid in this class can be 
prevented by antityphoid vaccination. 

Infantile Scurvy Resembling Acute Articular Rheumatism — 
Louis Fischer (Jour. Amcr. Med. Assoc., 1913, lx, 279) calls attention 

Jcn^W^f 6 °* pmant ° f s . curvy fr0Jn canne d foods in which the anti¬ 
scorbutic factor is wanting. No infant fed on breast milk acquiri 

ofTt^enzvmes “‘b r“ St b<1 ^ !" SUCl , 1 “ manner that « is not deprived 
* ® 01 ing or prolonged steaming devitalizes milk and 

S v 0 h dCVe T F j SCher rep ° rts the case ° f a thirteen months^ 

Siof b B, dd y M fused to stand - The slightest handling of the 
joints of the arms and legs gave severe pain and a diagnosis of articular 

dnT ™ ^ bCen made r' T! ; ere Was marked tenderness m-erthe 

fround the VT* "Z e S fm and ■ te 1 nder and had a bluish-red ridge 
when d n«d £•!?• The C , hlld " e, 8 h «l twelve and one-half pounds 
when aged thirteen months. There was a marked rachitic rosary. 
The infant was bottle-fed from birth, receiving condensed milk for 
one month and malted milk for seven months. The etiologic factor 
was the absence of fresh, live food, and the diagnosis of scurvy with 
rickets was warranted. The treatment consists in giving orange juRe 
sm < h d P e JU 'r' e 'r‘ nd “pressed beef juice, raw white of eggs and 1 very 
small doses of olive or cod-liver oil if the child can assimilitc them. 
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r Jh e Prever.t:°ii °E Ophthalmia Neonatorum.— Von Herff (Archie 
f. Gynuk., 1912, Band xcviii. Heft I) draws attention to the value of 
sophol as a prophylactic against ophthalmia. This substance in solu- 



